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Lockdown! 
How are you?  We find ourselves in this strange and surreal time but how fortunate we are to be living in the countryside. 
The HGBFG Committee is always glad to hear from you with comments and suggestions so do get in touch and let us know 
how you are getting on.  

Our latest newsletter has several different items that fit with our slogan "Community involvement in conservation and 

environment management”. Please let us know what you think. 

 

     Green Spaces  

Green spaces have been recognised during the Coronavirus pandemic as being more valuable than ever.  We are closely 
linked with The London Green Belt Council and, on 7 May, they issued a Press Release on research 

commissioned by CPRE and the WI and carried out by Opinium.  
The poll found that, within those living in London, over half (60%) agree that people are doing 
more to help their communities and nearly two-thirds of people (62%) feel that protecting local 
green spaces should be a higher priority for the Government when lockdown ends.  Living on 

the borders of the London Borough of Bromley and in the Metropolitan 
Green Belt, this research is just as relevant to us in Halstead as it is 
to the people of London.  

  

 Crispin Truman, chief executive of CPRE, the countryside charity, said:   

 “Our countryside and local green spaces are facing mounting pressure but the Coronavirus pandemic has 
reminded us why the countryside next door, including our Green Belts, is so important to ordinary people. 
More people are aware of the health and wellbeing benefits that access to green spaces delivers and support 
for protecting and enhancing these after lockdown is impossible for the government to ignore. Going back to 

business as usual is not an option.  The Government must use the forthcoming planning reforms to protect these precious 
spaces and also go further by investing in their enhancement."  

 

  Lynne Stubbings, Chair, National Federation of Women’s Institutes, said:  

   “It is wonderful to see how communities have become more connected in response to the Coronavirus 
pandemic.  It is clear that we are cherishing our local communities - now more than ever – by supporting our 
neighbours and those who are vulnerable, and getting out in the fresh air at our local green spaces.” 

 

  



     Extract from the London Green Belt Council E-Newsletter May 2020 

 Coronavirus is having a dramatic effect on the way we conduct our lives. 
The disruption we are experiencing is resulting in our doing things very 
differently.  A specific example is the greater use of technology to avoid 
face-to-face contact and this will inevitably become much more the 
custom.  This challenge is being faced by central and local government in 
supporting democratic processes.  A key area is planning and 

development which relies on councils making important decisions by committee to achieve sustainable development and 
support the UK economy.  

At the end of March, the Government passed emergency legislation to allow local councillors to make decisions at ‘virtual’ 
committees conducted online, and regulations implementing the new rules came into force a few days later.  The 
government has warned authorities that they should take advantage of these new powers to hold virtual planning 
committees rather than postpone meetings.  This is involving harnessing video conferencing facilities.  

Steps are taken to ensure residents can participate in line with council rules.  CPRE has called on the Government and 
Councils to ensure that the public continues to have a say in planning decisions during the Coronavirus outbreak, after 
highlighting alleged cases where decisions made by virtual committees or under emergency delegated powers were taken 
with restricted public involvement.  

A further example of employing technology is in publicising planning applications through social media if they cannot be 
discharged through the existing specific requirements for site notices, neighbour notifications or newspaper publicity. 

 

     Planning Applications in Halstead’s Green Belt 

 The aforementioned LGBC Newsletter highlights the opportunity for residents to participate in line 
with Council rules on planning applications.  

 The following are recent planning applications within our own Green Belt that you might like to 
comment on or follow: 

 Yearling Coppice SDC 20/01343/FUL, creation of track and hardstanding.  Public response 
 deadline: 10 June 2020.   View the application here 

 Land west of Wheatsheaf Hill, London Borough of Bromley 20/01271/FULL, siting of 8 
polytunnels, 3 ISO containers, allotments, pedestrian and vehicular gates, palisade fencing, hardstanding and access 
road in connection with use of the land as an urban farm.  The deadline for public consultation has now passed.  
Thank you for submitting your response to Sevenoaks and Bromley Councils.  Over 60 objections were submitted 
and a handful of comments supported the application, all but one of which were non-local (Coventry, London, 
Littlehampton and...Belgium); the local one in support?  It was from Wheatsheaf Farm!   View application here 

 

     Sevenoaks District Council Press Release  

15 May 2020. This press release highlights the concern SDC has for Green Belt land being sold off 
and warns speculative developers and landowners that planning permission is unlikely to be 
granted.   Read more here. 

 

  

https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QADQYNBKJIY00
https://searchapplications.bromley.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=Q83GNCBTKP000
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/news/article/182/council_warning_on_green_belt_land_sales


     Sevenoaks District MPs ask Secretary of State to call in Local Plan 

 On 1 June 2020, Laura Trott MBE MP, Tom Tugendhat MBE MP and Gareth Johnson MP 
called on the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, The Rt 
Hon Robert Jenrick MP, to use his powers under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 
2004 to ‘call in’ the Sevenoaks District Council Draft Local Plan and ensure that the 
recommendation from the Planning Inspectorate is reconsidered.  Laura Trott MBE MP, who 
represents Sevenoaks and Swanley, said, “It is obviously important that the need for housing 
is not only recognised but also met by the Local Plan. I fully support this. However, a Local 

Plan must also be robust so that local authorities can ensure the right type of developments happen in the right place, at 
the right time….”.   Read more here. 

SDC is not alone in its struggle to meet the housing target in their Local Plan.  Several other Councils, including East 
Hertfordshire and St Albans, have the same issues.  Elmbridge, in letters to the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government, realises that a reduced housing target will only be accepted if, through “Duty to Co-operate”, unmet housing 
need is met by another authority.  It goes on to say that, realistically, this will be impossible as the surrounding areas are 
also heavily constrained.  Elmbridge is “watching with interest the outcome of Sevenoaks’s examination”.  It is increasingly 
worried by the Inspector’s application of Duty to Co-operate and is concerned by the link the Inspector has made between 
not meeting the Government’s housing target and Duty to Co-operate. The Local Plan should not fail because there is no 
immediate solution to an issue. Elmbridge Council asks that the Ministry takes the opportunity to review the guidance 
around Duty to Co-operate. In the heavily constrained authorities caught between London and the Green Belt the 
soundness of a local plan cannot rest on the ability to find other authorities to accommodate unmet housing need. 

 

     Public Rights of Way (PROW)  

How lucky we are to have so many delightful walks across Halstead and we know many of you 
having been making good use of them during lockdown.  HPC has a small sub-committee to 
monitor the footpaths and one of the group has written an introductory leaflet to three walks 
and will do more.  We need to find a sponsor to help cover costs – do you know of a company or 
anyone who might be able to help? 

 

     Halstead Parish Council 

Coronavirus is making everyone think differently about communication.  HPC is trying hard to build an email 
database of parishioners in order to inform our community of planning applications, events and all HPC 
matters.  

Please sign up to the mailing list on HPC website asap, www.halsteadparish.org.uk.  

HGBFG has been sending out the HPC newsletter as, under the General Data Protection Regulation rules, this 
can be a “legitimate use” of HGBFG’s membership list.  However, this cannot go on forever and HPC needs to 

hold a list of its own.  

We shall still, as will HPC, send a paper copy to those who do not have access to a computer – please let us know your 
preference. 
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